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 Dear Students,  

 In this Unit, you will be looking at the subject of Companies. 
 The sections to be covered during the three coming weeks are:  

- Vocabulary: Describing companies 
 You would look at vocabulary used to describe companies and that used in 
 company reports to describe performance. 

- Reading: You would read an article about India’s biggest company. 

- Language review:  Present simple and present continuous 
You would compare and contrast the two tenses, then complete a job 
advertisement with the correct tenses. 



 
Look at the quotation by Charles Handy ‘Corporations are not things. They 
are the people who run them.’ 
What do you understand? 
What’s your opinion? 
Try to discuss the quotation with one of your colleagues (by phone) if possible 
before moving on to the next slide. 
 

Quotation 



 
According to Handy, the old corporate models grew out of the Machine Age, 
and that age is passing rapidly. So, businesses must no longer be places to work 
and to produce a profit for the shareholders; they must become "membership 
communities”. To achieve that and hold people to the corporation, there has to 
be some kind of continuity and some sense of belonging. Thus, commitment is 
a key word, but it has to be in both ways-corporation to member, member to 
corporation. 
 

Quotation 



In the Vocabulary section, you would look at vocabulary used to describe 
companies and that used in company reports to describe performance. 
 
In exercise A, the words and phrases in the box include:  
- names of some companies  
- nationalities of some companies 
- main activities of some companies 
You have to complete the chart using these words and phrases before moving on 
to the next slide. You can use a good bilingual dictionary or a monolingual one 
such as the Longman Active Study Dictionary. 

Vocabulary 

A 



1. Toyota 
2. Japanese 
3. fashion/retail 
4. American Express 
5. pharmaceuticals 
6. Korean 
7. Nokia 
8. Finnish 
9. container-ship operator 
10. oil and gas 

Vocabulary 

A Following the above given model: 
Toyota is a Japanese company which manufactures cars. 
Inditex is a Spanish fashion/retail company. 
American Express is an American company which 
provides travel and financial services. 
Roche is a Swiss pharmaceuticals company. 
Samsung is a Korean company that makes electronic-
goods. 
Nokia is a Finish Telecommunications company. 
And so on… 



 
Try to do the exercise with one of your colleagues (by phone), if possible, before 
moving on the next slide. 
You can use a good bilingual dictionary or a monolingual one such as the 
Longman Active Study Dictionary. 
 
* Turnover is only used in BrE. Sales is AmE. 
    

Vocabulary 

B 



 
1. turnover 
2. net profit 
3. parent company 
4. workforce 
5. market share 
6. head office 
7. share price 
8. subsidiary 

    

Vocabulary 

B 



 
After learning the definition of the words and phrases in exercise B, complete the 
extract in this exercise using them: 
 
 
 
NB. Read the whole extract before completing it. 
 

Vocabulary 

C 

head office        market share        net profit        parent company        
share price         subsidiary             turnover         workforce 



 
1. parent company 
2. Turnover 
3. net profit 
4. market share 
5. share price 
6. head office 
7. subsidiary 
8. workforce 

 

Vocabulary 

C 



Reading 

Read the article without using a dictionary at the first attempt. 
Read it the second time and work on exercise B with your 
colleagues (by phone), if possible.  



Reading 

 
While doing the exercise take into account that notes do not have to be 
complete sentences, and should not be lifted word for word from the text. 
 

B 



Reading 

Tata 
 India's biggest company 
 CEO about to retire (for second time) 
 Will consider candidates from outside to replace him 
 Future of group important to national economy 
 Has 100 subsidiaries (including India's biggest private-sector steel company, 

its biggest information-technology outsourcing company and its biggest 
automotive producer) 

 65% of its $71 billion revenue generated overseas 

B 



Language review 

You will be looking at the present simple and the present continuous that are 
compared and contrasted. 
Go through the examples and complete the rules with the phrases provided.  

 The present simple is for 'general 
truths': factual information about 
companies is one example of this.  

 The present simple is also used for 
routine activities, with always, 
never, sometimes, generally, often, 
etc. 

 The present continuous is for temporary 
or changing situations, even if they are 
not taking place at the moment of 
speaking.  

 The present continuous can also be used 
for future arrangements, especially fixed 
plans. 



Language review 

   (1. a  2. c  3. d  4. b)  

 
Work on the exercise 
applying the rules 
above and complete the 
sentences with either 
the present simple or 
the present continuous. 
 
 

A 



Language review 

 
 
1. hold; are holding 
2. are using; use 
3. works; is writing 
4. deals; am dealing 
5. come; am living 
6. wants 

 
 

A 



Language review 

 
 
Applying the 
rules complete 
the job 
advertisement 
with the correct 
tenses of the 
verbs in the box. 
 
 

B 



Language review 

 
1. are 
2. offer 
3. have 
4. are growing 
5. employ 
6. are considering 
7. are preparing 
8. are looking 
9. need 
10. offer/are offering 

B 
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